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Montgomery County Public Schools Is The Lowest Funded of 
All Large Public School Systems in the State of Alabama

 We Pay The Minimum Millage Allowed Under State Law
 “Under state law, MPS’ budget must have one month’s operating 

cost ($18.7 million) on hand in reserve.
 But MPS has reached that benchmark only once in the past 10 

years while receiving 10 mills, the minimum amount of ad 
valorem (property tax) dollars allowed under state law, which 
yields about $28 million annually.

 Montgomery County Revenue Commissioner Janet Buskey, who 
writes the property tax checks for MPS, said it is "pretty 
embarrassing."

 "The only reason we’re at 10 mills is because they passed a 
statewide legislation that forced the counties to collect at least 10 
mills. Otherwise we’d be less than 10," Buskey said.” 

Source: Andrew Yawn, Reporter, Montgomery Advertiser, April 2018



Millage Comparison Among Alabama Public School 
Systems Above 20,000 Students 

 Birmingham City Schools – 24 Mills (25,000 students)  
 Huntsville City Schools – 27.5 Mills (24,000 students) 
 Jefferson County Public Schools – 30.1 Mills (36,000 

students)
 Mobile County Public Schools – 29.5 Mills (56,000 

students)
 Baldwin County Public Schools – 22 Mills (32,000 

students)
 Shelby County Public Schools – 30 Mills (21,000 students)
 Montgomery County Public Schools – 10 Mills (29,000 

students) 



Montgomery County is at the Bottom Among Large School Systems 
Statewide

Source: Montgomery Advertiser, April 2018



 Birmingham City Public Schools - $3,760 per student
 Shelby County Public Schools - $2,812 per student
 Huntsville City Public Schools - $2,608 per student
 Jefferson County Public Schools - $2,379 per student
 Mobile County Public Schools - $2,196 per student
 Baldwin County Public Schools - $1,635 per student
 Montgomery County Public Schools - $939 per student

Source: Montgomery Advertiser, September 18, 2018

Ad valorem Dollars Per Student (Districts above 20,000 Students)



PROPOSED MILLAGE INCREASE

 Proposed Millage Increase is for Montgomery County to 
Increase from 10 Mills to 15 Mills for public education 
purposes.

 15 Mills is the maximum Mills allowed under state law without 
having to go through the Alabama Legislature for approval 
before a referendum allowing people to vote.

 Currently 10 Mills generates about $28 million dollars for 
Montgomery County Public Schools.

 An additional 5 Mills will generate about half of the current 10 
Mill amount of $14 million.

 The Millage is proposed to be increased from 10 Mills to 15 
Mills.

 Funds will be used for the operation and maintenance of 
Montgomery County Public Schools.



 THE CURRENT MEDIAN MONTGOMERY COUNTY HOME VALUE IS 
$122,000.  AT 10 MILLS THE PROPERTY TAX IS $455.30 OR $37.94 PER 
MONTH.

 AN OVERALL MILLAGE INCREASE WOULD BE BASED ON A HOMES 
VALUE.

 A 5 MILL INCREASE WOULD IMPACT THE TYPICAL HOMEOWNER BY 
AN ADDITIONAL $70.00-$100.00 PER YEAR OR $6.00-$10.00 PER 
MONTH ON A HOME VALUED AT $120,000.

 FOR A MORE EXPENSIVE HOME A 5 MILL INCREASE WOULD IMPACT 
THE HOMEOWNER BY AN ADDITIONAL $150.00-$250.00 PER YEAR 
OR $20.00 PER MONTH ON A HOME VALUED AT $400,000.

Source: Montgomery Advertiser, September 27, 2018

HOW MUCH WOULD PROPERTY OWNERS HAVE TO PAY IF VOTERS 
APPROVED OF THE 5 MILL INCREASE?



WHAT WOULD AN ADDITIONAL 5 MILLS 
BE USED FOR IN MPS

 Maintaining our one month reserve consistently
 Renovation of  schools/Upkeep of existing schools ($100 million 

needed) 
 Additional Technology
 Creating academy schools within our middle schools to cultivate 

student interest
 Getting more up-to-date textbooks/E-Books
 Provide additional resources to teachers
 Hiring additional bus drivers
 Providing meaningful tutoring services for students
 Additional funding to enhance safety 
 Paying for more teachers to receive AP credentials
 Additional mental health services for students
 Fund parental engagement programs/outreach
 Paving school parking lots
 Fund athletic program needs
 Fund band program needs



WE NEED THIS MILLAGE INCREASE FOR MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS DESPERATELY

 PEOPLE WILL GET THE OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE ON THIS 
MEASURE TO DETERMINE IF THEY WANT THIS OR NOT.

 THIS IS NOT SOMETHING THAT THE MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION OR ANY OTHER 
GOVERNMENT CAN IMPOSE ON ANYONE ARBITRARILY.

 THE PEOPLE WILL DECIDE BY VOTING FOR OR AGAINST.

 WE ARE ASKING FOR THE PEOPLE THAT LIVE WITHIN THE 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT TO 
SUPPORT THIS MEASURE IN ORDER TO HANDLE OUR 
SCHOOL SYSTEMS NEEDS.





I (WE) HUMBLY ASK FOR EVERYONES VOTE FOR 
A MILLAGE INCREASE FOR MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS.  

Thank You.
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